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Dr. David Cattell, Chairman of the Physics Department of Community College of
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At Community College of Philadelphia. In Lecture Room C228 of the Center for Business and Industry.
Enter at the corner of 18th and Callowhill Streets
This meeting is free and open to the public.

- | [ - hyperactivity? Will our children do better in school if
Sl B3 teachers match instruction to their learning styles?
| Does teaching children about sex or homosexuality
make them promiscuous or gay? Will holding my child
back in first grade give him time to mature? Does
DARE cut down on alcohol and drug use by students?
Does spanking make kids more obedient? Does
' 0"|c=§_ breastfeeding make kids s
| n,b’g‘ testo a waste of time? |Is
— autism?

Dr. Catherine Fiorello is Assistant Professor and
Director of the School Psychology Program at Temple

University. She is best known for her work on cognitive
(Continued on pag®)
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"Random chance seems to have operated in our favor- Spock
“In plain, non -Vulcan English, we've been lucky"-- McCoy
"l believe | said that, Doctor" -- Spock (The Doomsday Machine)
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and neuropsychological assessment and is-aathor
of the bestselling School Neuropsychology with her

colleague Brad Hale. In this presentation, Cathy will
cover a variety of research findings from psychology
and education that are relevant to raising children
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Pub. Date: June 2004 Publisher: Guilford Publications,
Inc.
Series: Practical Intervention In The Schools
ISBN-13: 9781593850111 ISBN: 1593850115
328 Pages  Price $40.00

This important resource presents the latest information on
brainbehavior relationships and describes ways school
practitioners can apply neuropsychological principles in their
work with children. Bridging the gap between
neuropsychological theory, assessment, and intervention, this
accessible text addresses complex topics in a straightforward.
easyto-understand fashion. The authors challenge previous
conceptions about brain functions and present the cognitive
hypothesigesting model, an innovative method that helps
practitioners form accurate understandings of learner
characteristics and conduct meaningful and valid
individualized interventions with children with a range of
learning and behavior disorders. Including case studies and
examples that illustrate what practitioners might actually see
and do in the classroom, the volume comes in a Jsidge
format with reproducible worksheets and forms.
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nAI I God's chil dren] a
Most of God's children are, in fact, barely
presentable.

Even when freshly washed and relieved of
all obvious confections, children tend to be
sticky. o = Frjan

“You think YOU have peer pressure!?”
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You are invited to participate in Phactum. Constructive letters and articles are always desifed
and the possibility of topics is endless. All you need do is find time and motivation.
M \ | Cast aside your self doubts about writing. Investigate a topic t Ft

, \. \B __, interests or bugs you, write it up, and send it in. We do wish to avqjd
' unduly harsh broad brush criticism of religion and we try to not engag
in fractious partisan politics. Feel free to denounce the editor, suggést
I mprovements to Phactum, | etter s
Clerihews, please!! A great recipe for lasagna is always desired.

\1%4

Sylvia Flath committed And by the way, everything in
1982 she was the first the outgoing guts to do it, and the imagination to improvise.The
poet to posthumously worst enemy to creativityissefd ou bt . 6

win a Pulitzer Prize. ~Sy|via Plath (1932_ 1963)

- space" might well mean NEAR space, such as in space
Lette rS to the Edltor stations just far enough away to preserve "human life" from
impending catastrophe. We don't necessarily need "tc
Editor:  Actually, the first major link between smoking angtransport a significant civilization to a new location," but
l ung cancer was from the qure_{ylt0§€ﬁ up grhepnergency rgtpat for stevg gse byay |
A.B. Hill. There was another study by Sir Richard Doll, buf€/atively small population. Sure, there would be major issues
itwas acaseontrol studyénot qu iojcantend sW'thg Q}Jto'fdfa‘:%\dsw'thaexnﬁ‘:{%o  Foufdn't we
study. The cohort study is the gold standard type study in thUSter the suppdrt to save "just enough” of life here on Eartt
field of epidemiology where a group of people is followed (inf® 9\V€ it a new start again (also here on Earth), after things
this case, physicians) for a specific time period (ten years f6FtE? T0 "reseed” our planet, so to speak? _
the BP study). The benefit of this kind of study is they Su_re, its Seki, .bUI why coul_dnt we spend some time
survey the person about all kinds of exposures and habits ajdYing and planning and running supercomputer analyses

then see what kind of diseases they develop over the tifist to see what such an effort would require, what sort of self
period they are participating in the studin the A.B. Hill -sustaining temporary retreats we could possibly build, and

study, physicians were asked about their smoking habi&graSh out the arguments now, while we (apparently) have «

(never a smoker, previously a smoker, still a ttle time to spare? Many of Jules Vernes's ideas were pur

smoker). Through the survey process and throughPCHF! When he wrote them down, yet there are a few that
biostatistics, it showed that those physicians that smok&f V€ managed to bring to fruition in the generations since.
were something like 18 times more likely to die from lung1@WKings is one of our modern Vernes, offering just enough
cancer versus those plBythe cq apdea f‘?rrfi,;%\ fest 3! bSqG, dghate, deyejop.cand mayb
Nazis had nothing to do wi tSYeN pojve gier untplg gy es%f.t yaptand revisigny, |

think that his premise is worth taking” seriously, even if we

starter!! ; i : 2rioL
Marie L. Socha. MS. MSPH. DrPH can't yet see an immediate practical application.
Madison, AL ’ ’ ’ Paul Schlueter 111

Dallas, PA
Editor: In the "Various Ruminations” of the Sept. 2010Editors note: SeeExtrasolar Planet Updateon page 4.

issue, you address Stephen's Ark. I'd like to respond, by WaEy_ .
of moderating. That "the lorgrm future of the human race EQItOr:
must be in space" is a rather vague proposition, but it%

In my "Developments in Paleontology” piece, p.

, it says, "We appeared in Europe about 4.4Kya;" the
cimal point is a mistake, probably an ink flake from my
pewriter ribbon, that was accidentally scanned into that
njqcation.

inarguable that "space" is the sole alternative to humani
having "all its eggs in one basket."
| propose that we need not jump straight to extremes.
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I'd hate to provide fodder for the Young Earthers! Ittherapeutic effect, how likely would we be to get this result if
should have read 44Kya. To bring things even further up tthe drug were actually ineffective?" Obviously we want this
date, Svante Paabo, of the Max Planck Institute afumber to be as small as possible, because 5% is a relative
Evolutionary Anthropology in Leipzig, Germany, has beerlarge chance of coincidental findings being reported as ar
reported to have sequenced 60% of the Neanderthal genoreffect. P = .05 is used as a target arbitrarily, but P = .005 (ol

According to Archaeology Magazine (Jul/A2§10), smaller) is preferable.

"Neanderthalce n 0 me Decodedbo b y DardehGlaks Zorich),

preliminary studies show that all nddrican modern New Paltz, New York

humans share a small percentage of Neanderthal genes. This

Is extrapolated to indicate that homo sapiens who left Africa

around 100Kya to 80Kya "encountered Neanderthals in the Y Y Y

Middle East, where the two populations interbred before

homo sapiens moved into the rest of Eurasia." Though only . . .
five population groups were actually compared in this study, Vano US R u m | n a'“O nS
neither of the two African groups showed Neanderthal DNA,

because “either people did not move back into Africa once Collected/Written by Ray Haupt
they left, or the DNA of those who did come back was (with help from others)
diluted in [Africa's] large human gene pool."

Homo species may well have flowed from Africa in
something more like a stream than isolated migratory pulselggtrasalar P'a'?elthpd@‘e’ July 2010 Paul hl
Current evidence suggests that the Neanderthals actuallx trib ?V(\; t?]l'ﬂcl'tt?/ _stC|ence Progresses. aul Schiueter
evolved in Europe and the Near East, while Sapiens fir§ONtributed this fittie rtem. : :
appear in the fossil record as an Eastern African species, In the July 3 2010 issue, Science News
before gradually migrating throughout the modern world, and 'rlepo(rjt%d th"ef addr:tlon of m]f)re thanl 70? new
there is now some DNA evidence that those of us who left b(;ﬁ]n irI1 att?]Se tc?[ralt t: VT/ZTIteorvgr f)itg%soF?énpggv?/fﬁ
Africa interbred with Neanderthals as we dispersed. Many rep(?rte%l in "Kepler promises plénetéry bonanza."
further details are expected as researchers adopt better, faster that the orbiting Kepler spacecraft, a NASA

methods of analyzing ancient DNA, and more precisely trace X . .
the unique genetic heritages of distinct modern regional project, _has _found .706 stars which dlsplay the
minute flickering of light output that may indicate

EZE?Egﬁ&Zter M pl_anet transits (planets passin_g !n froqt o_f th_e star).
Dallas. PA Flve_ of thes_e stars show preliminary indications of
' having multiple planets.
Before Kepler began operating, the number of
known extrasolar planets was about 460. Kepler

only began searching the skies in the spring of

Editor: Enough with the anjambling propaganda
already! The only articles about gambling relevant to
PhACT would be about how gamblers don't understand the
odds or believe that hot streaks will continue and things of
that_nature, but that's not what Phactum's -gauinbling 4 — . ITRET
diatribes are about. E =——-———"+  lifeform on the windscreen, Jim... |
Howard J. Wilk | S
Philadelphia, PA

Editor: | have always enjoyed Paul Schleuter's erudite and
entertaining articles in the Phactum, including the most
recent one about the weaknesses of statistics. There is,
however, an error in the explanation of the P value, in the
paragraph describing the theoretical drug trial. In statistics,
the P value is the probability that the results found are due to
chance. More formally, it answers the question "If the
phenomenon being tested actually has no effect, what is the
probability that an effect at least this strong would be found
in our data?" In our example, a P value@ (5%) does not
refer to 5% of the subjects showing an effect; rather, it means
"Given that this drug seems to show a moderate (or strong,
say; we do not have this information in our example)

Cartoon byNick D. Kim
http://www.labinitio.com
Used by permission.
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2009. 156,000 stars were observed. in this early
search. Further analysis of Kepler data, plus data
from other observatories, will be needed to verify
the status of these planets, which range from a
mass of two Earth's to greater than Jupiter's. The
"most interesting 400" of these planets, orbiting
some of the brightest stars Kepler has observed,
are thought to hold the greatest promise for finding
Earth-mass planets (so far, nothing the size of our
own planet has been found).

A lead scientist for the Kepler team, William
Borucki (from NASA'a Ames Research Center in

http://www.aapmr.org/zdocs/hpl/
healthcare_truth_act.pdf

Canberra Skeptics

We are pleased thaluS g [ g
the skeptics in
Canberra, Australiap
have recently adde
links to the PhACT
website and Phactum t
their website which you
may visit at:

Moffett Field, CA), posted these early, findings at
arXiv.org on June 15. Further analysis reports are
expected by February.

http://www.canberraskeptics.org.au/
| did know that Canberra was the capital city of Australia,
but I must confess that | did not know where it is located. |
am of the impression that
Goldilocks Planet equally ill informed about the political geography and
In the September edition of Phactum we did notgocation of cities in other lands, so here is a very brief lessor

Stephen Hawkings séi sounding observations that Maa s about Australia. -

last refuge is in Outer Space. Since then scientists did  Australia is a vast country of nearly 3 million square
announce, in |late Septembemiles a’]fiiaspele@“%nr_ﬁ/] abqyi 22 milliog aYMANg PIps,
Planeto orbiting a star calene ' knopraos. Thes gafion is a pagliamgryary,
Planet is one that orbits its sun at a distance that might Jifmocracy consisting of five states and three territories or
agreeable to sustaining some form of life. This particulafN® mainland, plus Tasmania, a large island in the soutf
Goldilocks Planet is a mere 20 light years from home, about/hich is also a state. _ _ _ _

120 trillion miles. The planet is about three times the size of Canberra, is situated in the Australia Capital Territory
Earth. Whether other conditions needed to sustain life aré*CT), which in turn is situated in the state of New South
present is not really known at this time. Stay tuned. Wales (NSW) in the southeast region of the continent.

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100929/ap_on_sc/ Canberra i_s the only state or te'rritory with no sea coast.
us_sci_new_earths Australia has been inhabited by humans for around

40,000 years. The first Europeans to see the Australiar

Federal truth-in-credentials bill reintroduced. continent were Dutch sailors commanded Wyillem

| often hear finfomer ci afnszgonin 4606 ,The discaygreg land, eventyally wag
one miracle potion or another guaranteed to restore vigoP@med Australia, the name being derived from the Latin
maintain wellness, and prevent the malady du jour. The
presenters make extravagant claims of their products ¢ i
often, it seems, extravagant claims of their own credentia f
Most seem to be chiropractors engaging in the chemistry LY
vitamins and supplements. , . \

Perhaps some answers will be forthcoming &
note fro Morthern

indicated by this - >on

Health Digest of September 4, 2010.
U.S. Representative John Sulliivan-@K) wants
to make it easier for consumers to evaluate health
related credentials. His (Healthcare Truth and
Transparency Act (H.R. 5295) would make it
ilegal for people offering health care to
misrepresent their education, training, degree, or
clinical expertise, or whether they hold a state
license. The bill, which was originally introduced
in 2006, would also order the Federal Trade
Commission to investigate the extent of
misrepresentation of heahielated credentials and
report back to Congress within one year.

Ve Queensland ‘

Western
sustralia
Wictoria

D )

Tasmania J

South Australia

Mew South
Wales


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willem_Janszoon
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australismeaning southern. http://www.sfgate.com/cgibin/article.cqgi?f=/g/
It would be good to know more about Australia, and onea/2010/09/09/investopedia46940.DTL
day | do hope to get t her e® PhitadelpHiasbecomes lardgest UU.S. ity evithea cdsine <
begin a grand adventure in so a vast country? | think | shalhiladelphia took the title of largest U.S. city with a casino
ponder that Cosmic Question with a can of Fosters! when Pennsylvania's 10th gambling hall opened this montt
despite years of community protests and delays.
The Pop Culture of Lady Gaga debunked http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/201609-27-

Pop Personalites such as Stefani Joanne Angelinghillycasino27_ST_N.htm

Germanotta, aka Lady Gaga, are not often addressed @ Gambling website offers cash to make the gradink
Phactum, but provocative culture critic Camille Paglia didyou can get an A? Want to make a bet? That's what Nev
express some thoughts on tYo&kbased websitd Ultrinsic.col e’ sh@ién® 8o. Thelgrack
Times Magazine of September 12, 2010. Paglia clearly is noambling service offers up to $2,000 on graduation day to
favorably impressed by the vapid pronouncements, ever mokudent who wagers $20 at the beginning of freshman yea
over the top costumes, and downright unlistenable music ahat he or she will finish college with a 4.0 GPA and follows
Gaga. One can only wonder how long the extravagartrough.... and that's not the only payout. More than 1,00(
exhibitionism of Gaga will appeal to a large constituency ofnew students have registered. Officials at Pennsylvania Stat
indiscriminate consumers of such fare. Sadly, Gaga is likelyniversity denounced Ultrinsic as "dangerous gambling" and
to be on the scene for a long time substituting chutzpah fdfave threatened the site with legal action if it attempts to
talent. access students' personal information.

It is appears that Barbara Walters would not agree withttp://www.stanforddaily.com/2010/09/20/gambling
Paglia having declared in 2009 that Gaga is one of the teRebsite offers-cashto-make-the-grade/
most fascinating people of the year. Yeah.

Camille Paglia has achieved considerable fame as a social

critic,c, a feminist, and hard to pigeon hole political .

commentator having been accused of being both extreme _Soundblte_s

liberal and extreme conservative, of being an krainist Compiled by Becky Strickland

and worse than Hitler.  With such criticism she must be _ _

doing something right. 3 Doubleblind placebo controlled isn't always easy!

Paglia lives in or around Philadelphia and is Professor oflt is hard to design trialsin one study, most people guessed

Humanities and Media Studies at the University of the Artavhether they had been given ecstasy or ndi€w Scientist,
in Philadelphia since 1984. September 4, 2010. Ecstasy is currently being tested as a

The Gaga article can be found at: treatment for those suffering from post traumatic stress

http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/public/magazine/  Syndrome.

article389697.ece - .
3 On August 24, a Hawaiian appeals court absolved in

Gambling Notes advance the US Department of Energy, the National Scienc
© Get a load of this website. A MegaMillions lottery Foundation and other funding bodies of responsibility for any
simulator is available as a an instructional tool as to hovire event that might occur in the Large Hadron Collider an
hopeless the odds are for an individual gambler. Th&ERN near Geneva, SwitzerlandPhew. — From New

program facilitates playing twice a week for ten years. Scientist , September 4, 2010.
I played ten times to simulate a century thus fAbet:t
10, 400 times and ispendi ng oVhag ifol pulleg through apq the \pipus nfactipy .

came to $1160, the best decade yielding $230, the wor§Pntentedly claimed ‘that  their prayers  had been
yielding $60.  Odds to win on a single play are 42%r answered?That would somehow be irritating:"Christopher

more dismally dramatic: .0000000000427 Hitchens in Vanity Fair magazine, October, 201Bitchens

Megadepressing MegaMillions lottery simulator online; Nas been diagnosed with throat cand@f.the people who've
http://www.cockeyed.com/citizen/poker/ written to him since the diagnosis, some have assured hir
lottery_simulator100.php they wouldn't offend him by offering prayers, others have

© Casino Stats Why Gamblers Rarely WinTo say casino  Stétéd they will pray for him anywayHitchens suggests we

gambling is a lucrative business would be an understatemerft trouble deaf heaven with our bootless criamless it
Last year, commercial casinos brought in a gross revenue gjakes us feel better. . .

about $31 billion and Indian casinos cashed in for about $26€Ptember 20tivas designated "everybody pray for Hitchens
billion 'Once you step foot into a casino and exchange youf®Y -
money for chips, you've sold away your only advantage,

which is staying out of the casino to begin with'. Y Y Y
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September 2010 Meeting Report
By Becky Strickland

Our speaker for September was Paul Barnett, who has written many books on science under the name John Grarn
Phactum, September 2010, for descriptions of 4 of his books, Discarded Science, Corrupted Science, Bogus Scier
Denying Science). Barnett discussed science denialism and the reasons for it.

He noted that present day denialism is willftilere is scientific evidence in abundance but many people would rath

believe therebébs a conspiracy than face the truth (or
often realized potenti al to kil peopl e. And it dwes
stairs.

How many types of denialism are there? Let me cour
Denialistbs beliefs can be hilariously inconsistent.

that 75% of respondents believe in heaven but only 62% believe in hell. 45% believe the earth is only a few thousanc
old but 81 % agree with scientists that dinosaursnbkbyv
and wondered if those who deny the germ theory of disease still wash their hands before a meal.

We are hardwired to believe what we are told. Think of primitive people in the bush: best to believe your neighbor
tells you therebdbs a saber tooth tiger up ahead r ahifger
must be questioned, scrutinized, double checked and tested.

Those who missed Barnett missed a fascinating, comprehensive presentation replete with British wit. | hope he
back!

Y Y Y

The Chesley Awards: A Retrospective

By John Grant 8 Elizabeth Humphrey 8 Pamela D. Scoville
Winner of the Hugo Award 2004!

ISBN: 1-90433210-2 Hardcover/jacket 192 pages (all in color) Retail Price: $45.00

A glorious celebration of the very best of the Art of the Fantastic Established in 1985 and named in honour of the reno
Chesley Bonestell, the annual Chesley Awards are internationally respected as the most prestigious in the field dicthe fan
arts. As with the Oscars, the Chesleipners are decided by the votes of
practitioners the members of the professional body ASFA (the Association of
Science Fiction and Fantasy Artists). Those who have won the coveted Chesle!
can truly regard themselves as at the pinnacle of professional achievement. Th
book, the first retrospective of the Chesley Awards contains over 300
illustrations, almost all in full colour, as well as copious comments from the
winning artists about their techniques and the thopgitesses behind the
images they create. This is an invaluable reference work for every lover of the
Art of the Fantastie but, more than that, it is a gorgeous treasure trove of
images that touch the heart and haunt the imagination.

John Grant is the author of over fifty books, both fiction andfiation

including books on fantasy art and animati@amd is the winner of the Hugo,

the World Fantasy Award, among several other international awards. In 2002 he himself received a Chesley Award for his
work. Scottish by birth, he now lives in rural New Jersey with his wife and rather too many cats.

Elizabeth Humphrey is the past President of ASFA. She practises as a sculptor and as a journalist, and is a campaigner f
rights of those suffering from brittle bone disease. She and her family live in South Carolina..

Pamela D. Scoville is Director of the Animation Art Guild, which shéotmded and is among the world's top appraisers of
animation art. She is married to John Grant.
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Denying Science

By Said Elmenyawy

Author John Grant presented a sneak peek of hisf analytical thought and become easier targets when face
upcoming book ADenying S ¢ iwghnnonsense. Game pgopla aaecdgprivédhot edlucatiensbt
during his talk on Sept embere péarfactly hafgpy ® .usefirdligiom \as & ghiel® ¢toi bame
a continuing book in the series of three books and discussgdagues as a payment for human sins. People use not ju
various questions, denial of science being the biggest. Grargligious but also ideological or infantile reasons to disregarc
is a writer and not a professional scientist but he raisedcientific findings.
guestions that many people ask today. Due to major climate
changes around the globe more and more people start What makes it harder for scientific facts to be accepted is
guestioning potential dangers of global warming; believingthe creation of fake arguments and debates, and that eve
gl obal war mi ng can be cl i madedtsto ganmott aviaysc agrees phemselvesy Sontetimg
their jobs. Mr. Grant stressed that another reason for publidenying science takes wild turns like statement from a few
denial of global warming can be the greed of corporate worldelf proclaimed nutritionists claiming vitamin C is a better
and the refusal to see bey omeamentfoeHI\MADStthargaureently esedoHV dpugso dr |
people would rather see thig EVERENDEUN.COM COPYRIGHT BIBLE GATEWAY news about Indian
world change than admit tha Government is investing large
their own ways and habitgR amounts of money in research
have to be altered. But iff = and development of
global warming problem is to medications made from cow
be solved, everybody shoulg urine for treatment of different
combine their efforts. diseases including HIV.
Public ignorance on the matter

Grant tried to understang
the root of the problem of
public deniability and after
doing some research on thi
topic he came to thel
conclusion that it is ignorance
Grant described a few Gallufsss
pO”S over the last 10 year SE’E‘G'?!]E'SIS 1:1-2:3) 'l'f'—ll—l?”:":'

Questions included_ humar| WANT TO GO AHEAD AND CHANGE THE NAME |
race creation, time eotssr ‘FQR__'AMN_W\MYMMA'__TU T-REX'

dinosaur sbd ) ; N _
possibility of humans and Copyright Gospel Communications International Inc.
Www.reverentdfun.com

dinosaurs living at the same Used by Permission
time. Surveys showed tha y
81% of respondents believed
in dinosaursbo

existence millions of

year s

can be seen in the results of a
2010 survey that showed the
belief of 50% of respondents

that the cure had already been
developed for HIV.

Tobacco companies aim to
make people even more
scienceilliterate by
developing and advertising
new cigarettes with no
additives, when additives are
the safest components of the
cigarettes and are being
eliminated.
ago

but sur

enough the survey of 2010 showed that 30% of questioned Mr. Grant during his lecture raised only few questions
people believed that people and dinosaurs lived alongsidsithout giving full answers and explanations promising more

(and only 41% of respondents disagreed).

exciting details in his upcoming book.

Many people question germ theory as a way for doctor§aid Elmenyawys a Physics Student of Dr. David Cattell at
and hospitals to force new medications on people and thughiladelphia Community College.

earn more profits even though it was scientifically proven )
that simple action of washing hands can prevent many Y
dangerous diseases and save lives. Many people lack the skill

Y Y
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De-simplifying Juvenility

by Paul Schlueter Il

Recent developments in the legal system have brougliraw a line at the 11th birthday, and say that children below
the issue of the level of responsibility for criminal behaviorthat age are not responsible for their actions on anything
of juveniles into national dialogue. The U.S. Supreme Courtleeper than a momehy-moment level. Their liability for
recently held that, because juveniles lack completany harm or injury to others should fall upon the person mos
development in their brains, they may not be sentenced to thiesponsible for their immediate supervision and guidance a
death penalty. A couple of Florida cases are now under U.$he time of that action; the child itself should be considered
Supreme Court consideration, asking whether it isbeyond blame. This is not to say that therapeutic
appropriate to sentence juveniles to Life without possibilityinterventions should be withheld from children; arguably, if a
of parole in norhomicide cases. These issues have beephild begins displaying problematic behaviors, it is probably
widely discussed elsewhere, so | want to take the discussiat this stage in life when professional and eviddrased
in a different direction. interventions would be of greatest

_ _ The solution of adult problems]| effectiveness, if necessary.
I will argue that our social and legal tomorrow depends in large
systems oversimplify the concept d measure upon the way ou

juvenility. Essentially, we arbitrarily - ;
determine that all human perso chilelran grow up tqday. e iy time when hormonal changes begin the
no greater insight into the future

become "adults" at their 18th birthda: i 1] process of changing a child's body into
This imposes a false dichotomy on tf|than recognizing that, when wel o.e physically capable of bearing
complex stages and multiple levels ¢|Save children, we save ourselvep. children. Because physical onset of

Next comes "Pubescence."
Biologically, this can be defined as the

human psychological developmen ~ Margaret Mead puberty occurs at various times in
Maturity is not a characteristic that on (1901 - 1978) individual persons' development, expert
may don like a sweater, at any specif (scientific) medical evidence that it has
age. It is something that develops in not yet occurred should override any

spurts, over the course of decades. Further, maturity in oregbitrary determination of the age of its onset. Because
area (say, developing responsibility for supporting oneselfpubescents are largely dominated (psychologically speaking
may develop at an entirely different time than maturity inby the unfamiliar hormonal influences of their age, they
another area (say, developing good judgment in regard tehould legally and socially be set apart and distinguishec
personal relationships.) Physical maturity (strongly linked tofrom prepubescent children, yet they also should be held
sexual maturity by the influences of hormones) is usuallyseparate from their elder groups. | propose arbitrarily
rather rapid, but its onset point may come at widely distinctlefining the ages of pubescence at 11 through 15. At thi:
ages, and occur differently for males or females. stage, pubescents must begin to be held responsible for the
behaviors, but only in a manner meant to accommodate
| suggest that we should recognize multiple stages ofevere errors. Rather than punishment, misbehavior shoul
human development. Without reference to a formal textbooke answered with professional interventions such as intensiv
on developmental psychology, let's broadly discuss some abunseling. Because pubescents are uniquely sensitive t
the more obvious stages. even the subtlest differences in peer ages, group interactior
and social peer influences need to carefully be steered b
We can roughly define infancy as the period duringcompetent adults. Because sexuality is developing,
which a person primarily nurses on liquid nutrition. pubescents should be both permitted to engage in thi
Toddlers, simply enough, are weaned children who have yetxploration of their new feelings and urges, and consistently
to develop the independence to interact socially away froreducated in agsuitable and situatieappropriate intersexual
their parents' direct supervision. "Children”, then, wouldrelationships. Expert psychiatric evaluations should be able
essentially be semgiutonomous persons, able to function into override purely numerical evaluations of "mental age,"
simple social circumstances, prior to the onset of pubertand to help minimize predation and exploitation, pubescent:
(approximately ages 4 to 10.) I think it is relatively fair to should be restricted to intersexual relationships with person:
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with their own "mental age" group (persons of this age willdetermined efforts to conceive a child of their own. For other
largely selfsegregate with others of their same numericafemales, adolescence is marked by taking on some extern:
age, and shun those whose development either outpacesioterest (charities, activism, volunteerism, sudden academi
lags behind their own.) focusing, or the determination to begin earning a living in the
workplace.)

Legal responsibility for pubescents should be restricted to
treatment and counseling. | think there's sufficient evidence Numerically, let's set adolescence at ages 16 through 2(
to justify prohibiting the incarceration of anyone under ageThis conveniently fits in with current landmark ages, such as
15, with the exception of psychiatric commitment which getting a driver's license at 16, and coming of the drinking
should be used only when determined necessary by specialiye at the 21st birthday. | propose that adolescents should |
-trained medical and legal authorities. Parental/guardiaexpected to demonstrate their coming of age for the variou:
responsibility for the actions of pubescents should begin toesponsibilities and privileges of adolescence. Emancipatior
diminish, with responsibility for problem pubescents beingfrom parental authority should become a license, to be
partially taken on by medical and legal authorities. Scholastiearned through passing a battery of psychological, academic
education should be mandatory for all pubescent (andnd behavioral testing. Driver's Licensing should be grantec
younger) children, and authorities should have the ability tan  progressiveBifliberal stages, starting with strict
enforce psychiatric/sociological treatment programs (evemestrictions, and only progressing upon demonstration of
against parental wishes) in cases where the individual®oth good judgment and skill development (insurance
behavior indicates the need. Because this is largely the lasbmpanies recognize elevated statistical risk for any drivel
chance to relirect misguided development in a youth, under the age of 25; such information should be used fc
funding for such treatment should be liberal and publicdevelop more subtle and progressive licensing guidelines.)
Pubescent intervention is probably the single most important
area for our society to focus its efforts in coming years, The right to make contracts, work, and handle persona
because this truly is the age period where most young peoplmances should also be conferred upon adolescents il
begin to establish the behavioral and social habits that wijradual increments. The current method of suddenly
define the rest of their lives. You want to make a differenceéhrowing open the doors of full adult fiscal responsibility at
in the crime rate? This is where to do so! age 18 is increasingly problematic, as can be seen b

observing how young adults handle their finances. Some

Let's now define "adolescence" as the next stage dbrivileges/responsibilities, such as obtaining a personal
development beyond pubescence. Essentially, the physicebmmunication license (phone, internet, and written
development of sexuality has set in, though some secondacprrespondence) should be granted early, to enable
sexual characteristics (such as beard growth or breaadolescents to begin establishing adult social connections
development) are known to sometimes continue for severathile also giving them the chance to demonstrate the
years. It's relatively easy to tell when a male has become aesponsibility to pay for them appropriately. Another area of
adolescent; he proudly declares to the entire world that hgersonal independence that adolescents should be able
knows all he needs to know about life, and expects to btake upon themselves is insurances for medical and othe
treated "as a man," regardless of the development of otheimilar needs (including parenthood; those intending to
characteristics such as responsibility, foresight, or socidbecome sexually active should be strenuously expected t
empathy. For females, the distinction is less obvious; in somprovide themselves with pregnancy insurance, as well a:
cases, it will manifest itself in the adoption of "mothering” undergoing courses and counseling, in exchange for the
behaviors, such as taking on responsibility for the care oprivilege.)
younger siblings (or possibly advanced elders), or

| must take issue with the terrA child, like all otherhuman i Young peopl| eBoghoads, lilkemeaslesyris orﬂeg
‘a mere child,’ for it has been beings, has inalienable rightsthe conviction that foul deedsof those complaints which a

my invariable experience thatLucretia Mott are never punished on earth, man should catch young and
the company of a mere child (1793 - 1880) that they always bring have done with, for when it
is infinitely preferable to that prosperity. Itis going to be comes in middle life it is apt
of a mere adult. uncomfortable, horrible, to  to be serious.

Fran Lebowitz (1950 ..) l'ive i n such & GcWadehdusey 0O .

Alexander Solzhenitsyn (1881 - 1973)
(1918 - 2008), The Gulag
Archipelago, 1973.
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Voting and military service are two traditional milestonesshould provide sufficient deterrence.
for adolescents; | propose that military service can be
extended to persons as young as 16, IF accompanied by In sexual matters, there's a severe current problem witt
restricted duty for younger persons, and requirements farelationships that cross the af@ boundary. Some states
extra academic/vocational education within the militaryhave ageof-consent standards well below that of other states
system. | believe that the military is capable of, andand recognition of closage relationships in cases of
responsible enough to be relied on to, establish a formaéchnical statutory rape are inconsistent. If adolescents ca
requirement for demonstrating that an individual hasdemonstrate that they have had an ongoing relationship for
sufficient emotional and psychological development to besay, at least two years, then they should expect full immunity
granted the right to electively engage in combat duty or otheirom "statutory rape" issues when one party happens to cros
hazardous duties. Compulsory hazardous duty eligibilityan arbitrary age limit. Also, a similar "safety zone" should
should be set at the 21st birthday, with an option for thexist for establishing new relationships that cross an age
individual to seek discharge if they do not wish to continueboundary; any 21§r.-old should be able to form a
past that age in the military. As for voting, why can't yl6 relationship with someone up to a full year younger, and any
-old vote in municipal matters that directly affect him? Allow 21-yr.-old should be able to establish a relationship with
persons to vote in state matters at age 18 and in federsbmeone two years younger. In general, it should be
matters at age 21. Such progressive and incremental suffragefficient to establish a strong social more restricting
would reasonably seem suitable to the mentalities of persomslationships (for persons under age 25) to within three year:
of those approximate ages. more or less than one's own age. If youthful parties wish tc

establish a sexually active relationship with one another tha

Legal responsibility should now be primarily upon theinvolves an age difference of more than 4 or 5 years, thert
adolescents' shoulders. Some parental responsibility shousthould be a means for them to seek out and engage i
remain for adolescents still dependent on their parentsippropriate guidance counseling, upon, completion of which
guardians, but only within limits that recognize the role anthey would formally be granted permission to have sexual
adolescent's own determination to make his/her owmelations without criminal consequence (pubescents shoul
decisions has upon the parent's/guardian's ability to supervis®t be permitted to engage in a sexual relationship with
the adolescent. Simply put, a kid who is determined to sneaknyone over a certain age, say 17, or more than three yea
out and go drinking will do so, and the parent shouldn't belder.)
held accountable; if a problem ensues, the adolescent must
take on the burden of responsibility for his/her own action. This is admittedly more complicated than the "under 18 =
The same goes for any criminal behavior; that adolescenailbait" concept, but it's quite simply unrealistic and
should be held legally accountable, under legislativelyunreasonable to brand one as a sex offender for life for bein
established guidelines. Probation and similar community18, and having sex with a 4r.-old partner who may very
based sanctions (including the revocation of licenses, etcwell have been a sexual partner for years already! How man:
should be the default, and incarceration should only follon21-yr.-olds have had sex with a-4¥.-old they met in a bar,
multiple serious infractions; when incarceration is imposedwhen the younger person had fake ID? For something s
adolescents should only be incarcerated with otheessential to normal human socialization to be so severel
adolescents, and rehabilitative programming should be giveconstrained by such an arbitrary, unbendable standard i
strong support and encouragement. The current trend aftterly ridiculous, and it is entirely reasonable to establish a
declaring minors to be adults for criminal prosecutionmore thoughtful means of protecting impressionable or
purposes (always AFTER they commit a crime) should bainprepared youth from predatory exploitation by-dhter
drastically curtailed; juveniles should be entitled to be treategersons. Once persons have reached age 25, it is reasona
as juveniles. to expect that they have sufficient experience and judgmen

to select fullyadult partners as they see fit.

Civil liabilities for adolescents should be limited,
primarily to prevent punitive judgments from becoming  This brings me to what I'll call "young adults", those aged
burdensome (in recognition of their stiléveloping reduced 21 through 24. The latest medical expertise, taken in
responsibility.) On the other hand, it should be encouraged toonjunction with that insurance company information |
hold a careless youth financially responsible for actuamentioned above, indicates that the development of the
financial damages, medical costs, and so on. Whereuman brain continues until about the age of 25, so ther
necessary, it should be possible for Courts to mandate that ahould be some recognition of this in our discussion of
adolescent enter the workforce and actually work to help pagnaturity and responsibility. Once one is 21, they should be
off incurred liability judgments; for those who might refuse legally entitled to make any decision they wish, such as
such employment/payments, criminal contempt charges (Continued on pag#3)
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Bill Dock, an American Hero

By Don Nigroni

We take you now to Grovers Mill, New Jersey.

On Halloween Eve, October 30, 1938 the Mercury A syndicated series of articles which appeared under the

Theatre on the Air performed their infamous dramatizatiortitte Our Country were written by various authors.

Carl

of the 1898 H. G. Wells classic novel The War of the WorldsCarmer wrote a piece for the column entitled Old Bill Deck

on their regularly scheduled Sunday radio program. The-An d
broadcast, which used very realistic simulated news bulletin€armer.

Why ,

Li
The item, which ran in nhumerous newspapers or

ke Jonat han Har

and onsite reporting, told listeners that Martians had landedSeptember 10, 1940, stated that Jonathan Harrington heede

1 1 [N IWaNRYY 1T A v o N s

in Grover o6s Mi
near Princeton. On the day afte
the show, the media took
photographs of #gearold Bill

Dock standing on one of the
loading docks of the Grovers
Mill Company building holding
his shotgun with a pipe in his
mouth. Those photos
subsequently appeared i
various publications, including
the November 14, 1938 issue ¢ .
Life magazine and the Februar.
3, 1940 issue of The Saturda . .
Evening Post. The photc# =
captions indicated that he wa
ready to fight the Martians.
And newspaper

it et

articles or™

Dock had gone out looking for .k
Martians after hearing the radic

play.

Several facts about Bill = =
Dock before he became famouw_ i
can be gleaned from the Trento™ =
Times, Trenton, NJ, dating from = &
1889 to 1906. He was a mille 510 & .

in 1889, apparently working a
the grist mi |
Bill Dock married a woman

Photo source: Photograph from the November 14
1938 issue of Life Magazine.

who became Mrs. Jane A.

the call of Paul Revere and
grabbed his musket to fight the
British at Lexington where he
was mortally wounded.
Likewise, according to Carmer,
over a century and a half later
Bill Dock, after hearing about
some invaders on the radio, took
his shotgun and went towards
the site in Gro
he thought they had landed.
Hence, Carmer thought Dock
was like the minuteman.

In the August 1986 issue of the
DC comic Secret Origins: The
Crimson Avenger we learn that
the masked title character
debuted in October 1938,
months before Batman. The
1986 story takes place on
October 30, 1938 and Lee
Travis is attending a charity
masquerade party in New Jersey
during t he Mer c
radio broadcast. Criminals
disguised as Martians, dressed
in green suits, rob the people at
the party and kill two of them.
Travis, who will henceforth be
also known as The Crimson
Avenger, and his chauffer give

Dock. They had a daughter to whom they gave a new pianchase and take care of three of the four thieves. However

as a Christmas present in 1905.

February 27, 1906 at her

And his wife died orhe fourth thug is just about to shoot both of them when
h onstead heris kiBd lby\a elastfrem avshdtgln. There standing
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on his farm is an old man carrying a shotgun with a pipe in(Continued from pag#1)
his mouth. Yep, The Crimson Avenger was saved by nonevoting, drinking, serving in an army that can order them into
other than Bill Dock who thought he had just killed an harm's way against their will, etc. Such individuals should
invading Martian! also have financial responsibility for themselves; and
ALMOST complete liability for civil or criminal matters.

| believe Bill Dock did indeed grab his shotgun on that However, there should also be recognition that development
fateful October night long, long ago but not to ward off is not QUITE complete, so in matters that involve the
Martians. Instead | think that he was just trying to fend off greatest consequence, there should yet remain some soci
curiosityseekers who had descended on typically placidsafety net for these young adults
Groverbés Mill in droves. When the media | aunched th
own invasion on the day after the broadcast, | suspect they Neither the death penalty, nor life without parole, should
heard that old Bill Dock had been out the night before armede imposed on young adults, if they are not yet {fully
with his shotgun. They talked him into posing for those developed adults in their mentation! Bankruptcy for a young
photographs but I donot t haduft &hould earry @ kessar stigmen aEyein misdé¢meandues an
descriptions accompanying the photos would make him looKesser felonies should carry a more lenient sentence (with
ridiculous. Those captions contended that he was ready tpreferential rehabilitive attention) than they would for full
fend off Martians when instead he was merely trying toadults, and eventual expungement of young adulthood
protect private property from earthlings who were criminal conviction should be easier. In short, if we

trespassing. recognize that young adults are still not quite fully

developed, we ethically need to extend to them some small
Acknowledgment: | am grateful to Bruce A. Clark for diminishing measure of forbearance and forgiveness that is
research assistance. greater than that we give full adults.

Don Nigroni received a BS in economics in 1971 from St. It would admittedly be something of a chore to

Joseph's University and a MA in philosophy from Notre implement these several stages of development as new leg:

Dame in 1973. He retired in 2007 after working for 32 guidelines, but given the ineffectiveness and unintended

years as an economist with the US Bureau of Laborconsequences of the current talass system, | argue that it

Statistics. He now spends much more tirhiking, mountain  is time to seriously consider just such a revamping of our

biking, kayaking and bird watching legal standards. What are your thoughts?

Y Y Y Paul Schlueter Il is serving Life in Prison in NE

Pennsylvania. His supporters have recently created a
website about him. www.jaylbird.org

Y Y Y

The End Draws ngh! Bill Dock heroically protected humanity from the Martian Invasion, but
unfortunately his efforts have not carried over to thwart the invasion of East Asian Stink Bugs
that occurred in Pennsylvania in the mid
Stink Bug Invasion the first sign of The End of The Human Race?

Mike Raupp, an entomologist and extension specialist at the University of Maryland told the =~
Washington PostThis is the vanguard. | think this is going to be biblical this year. You're go«" |
to hear a collective wail in the Washington area, up through Frederick and Allegany countie
like you've never heard before. The [bug] populations are just through the ceiling."

The Penn State entomology department said in a fact sheet the insect is from Asia, and is a "nuisance pest" in t i Ur
States. "... This insect is becoming an important agricultural pest in Pennsylvania. In 2010, it produced severe lossgs in
some apple and peach orchards by damaging peaches and apples. It also has been found feeding on blackberry, seet

field corn and soybeans. In neighboring states it has been observed damaging tomatoes, lima beans and green pe u'!n

Meanwhil e, Phactumés Editor is plagued with the [|it|g]l
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The Merits and Faults of Assisted Suicide

by Paul Schlueter Il

Dr. Jack Kevorkian is, for better or for worse, a criminal desperados facing impending arrest, involving either
household name. Though he certainly didn't invent the idethe threat of or actual acts of violence, which then FORCES
of physicianassisted suicide, he is probably morethe hand of Police. The salled "Suicide by Cop" is any
responsible than any other person for bringing the subject ogtise in which Police must kill a subject in order to prevent
of the darkness of secrecy and shame, and putting it on thém from killing or severely injuring someone else. It can be
table for serious discussion in modern America. He has madergued that anyone who attempts a "stoadt with Police is
himself known across the country for helping the terminallydeliberately inviting their own killing; this is sometimes what
ill to obtain a reliable means of ending their own lives; in sois meant when a fugitive swears that he will not be taken intc
doing, he has paid the price of serving time in prison, havingustody.
been convicted of this crime of mercy. Physiciarassisted suicide is a much less violent matter.

It should be noted that, in Pennsylvania, suicide is &Vhether a patient is expecting death in the near future from
felony, as is attempting it yourself, or helping another todiagnosed terminal illness, or s/he simply finds life
attempt it. | write this not to sanction the commission of anyunbearable for some other reason, it would certainly seen
crime, but instead to initiate discussion of the ethics ofquite reasonable to seek the advice of an expert on huma
euthanasia, the practicality of having anatomy, medication, and trauma when
expert information in any attemptetlﬁ My thinking coptemglating the gbest" vay to end one's
action, and the need to ask legislators [|ipertarian. That is, | oppose] own life. You can jump out a window,
change laws if you believe them to K intrusions of the state into thg Put how high does it have to be to ensure
inappropriate. private realm - as in abortion swift death? You can try to overdose, but

According to a recent CNN report, th . .| how much of a chemical is required, and

. ' Jsodomy, prostitution, ; ;
only states which currently permit 3 which ones cause death without also
physician to assist a patient in bringin porr!ography, drug use, of causing conscious discomfort? You can
about their own death are OregofSUicide, all of which I would} gyt yourself, but how can you guarantee
Washington, and Montana. Right to Did Strongly defend as matterslol that you won't simply disable yourself, or
or Death With Dignity, statutes in thos{frée choice in a representativg¢ cause a lingering death (not to mention

states can be researched on the interjd e mocr acy . O the mess involved)? In this day and age,
There are also several. internetchatroof Cami | | e Pagl | there 4rel Ondodnted® means of using
and blogs which discuss these issues. Iff modern technology to commit suicide, but
best that | simply allow those sources to with each of them are questions as to the
speak for themselves. certainty of death, the swiftness of dying (few want to

The essential question behind the modern efforts t@actually endure pain for any length of time), the risk of
enable people to select their own time and manner of deathiigjuring others in the process, and so on. The Internet
whether or not a person should have a right to make thgrovides any number of suggestions, but how can you
decision for themselves. As critical thinkers, it is unlikely evaluate their credibility? How can you predict your own
that we acknowledge any "Gailven" rights, and as anyone competence in carrying any of them out?
who has ever read a civics book knows, legal rights are Ideally, we could perhaps turn to the fictional future of
obtained by legislation, or by force of arms. We can"Soylent Green", in which you simply report to a corporate
DECLARE that we hold ourselves entitled to any right wefacility where you are given a private room, music and
may care to dream up, but if the authorities feel inclined tscenery that please you, and receive-naticeable
obstruct the exercise of that right, with or without the supporintervention that causes your life to simply cease. No muss
of legislation, they declare that they have the right to inhibitho fuss, and after the fact, you literally become the "Green"
restrain, prohibit, or prevent the acts of citizens, using jussolution to an overpopulated, undeurished society.
about any means they wish from mild propaganda to violent Of course, our current society demands something callec
and/or deadly force. "informed consent,” which would mean that the Soylent
The irony, where suicide is concerned, is that the Police ar€orporation SHOULD tell you in advance how your
entitted to use deadly force to prevent a person fromemaining proteins will be used. Whether to feed other
committing suicide! In fact, there is a particular act of somepeople directly ("long pork"), indirectly via a process that
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makes human protein unrecognizable, or through the feedirtjving wills" that instruct their relatives and medical care
of human protein to other animals on which we'd later feegbroviders NOT to infuse them with blood or blood products,
(cattle and pigs are routinely fed beef/pork protein even noweven when such intervention might reasonably beskf@ng
what do they feed fish farms, etc.?), | think that it's justtreatment- and as a "religious right,” most health care
about inevitable that we humans will eventually come to theoroviders will observe such wishes (even when family
point when we must actually feed on one another to continuebjects strenuously). You may even prepare a living will, in
thriving here on this evenoredepleted planet. most jurisdictions, that states your own preferences as to ho\
What about organ transplantation? If someone has much intervention you wish (or wish to decline), should you

compatible organ that someone
else needs, and the recipient
more useful to society than th
donor, why shouldn't the donol
have the option of choosing tc
sacrifice their life to save the
recipient's?

Today's discussions are muc
more fundamental. The questio
is whether or not a terminally ill
person, particularly one likely to
suffer considerably, should be
permitted to die at a time of theil
own choosing, in a manner the
can reliably expect to be painless

Doctor, help

Our aged care
health costs
are swollen!

he unable to communicate; such
instructions are legally binding.

Isn't it just a matter of degree,
when distinguishing between (a.)
a living will that prohibits the use

of a respirator or feeding tube or
blood transfusion; or (b )

instructing your doctor to

administer a lethal dose of
morphine when you're dying of a
painful cancer?

| can't effectively cover all the

potential issues of this complex
topic in a short newsletter article.
However, | hope that reading this

me! Have you thought
about promoting

tobacco use?

opens your eyes to some of the
complexities, and some of the
expectations that people on both
member of a whole new sides of this issue might have. As
dedicated profession) be legally an association of Critical
permitted to provide you assistance in carrying out your will?Thinkers, perhaps PhACT and its membership should discus
Does ANYONE have the right to insist that you endure painyhat role PhACT might wish to take on in this discussion.
the indignities of medical care (even if pain is controlled), orlt's not going to go away, but it is going to be discussed
even just the persistent feeling that your life is useless ansternly and dogmatically by certain OTHER groups, who feel
unnecessary? that it is their place to impose their ideals on others. Are

How much must the feelings of your relatives be takerthere enough members who feel strongly about this issue t
into account? Presumably your dependents have sonferm a committee to debate the subject with other groups®
entitlement to your continued support, and almost certainly iDoes PhACT want to keep a low profile on this, and redirect
would be unreasonable to expect an insurer to provide fguotential questions to other groups who have a closer focu
your survivors if you have chosen to end your own life. Buton the subject? With "You Don't Know Jack" out in the
finances aside, what weight should be placed on youtheaters now, and sure to be out on DVD soon, wouldn't yol
siblings' desire to enjoy your companionship? What if yoursay that the time has come to decide what course thi
lover still finds you to be important and necessary? What ifissociation wants to follow?
your child simply won't accept that you're living in a state of
misery, and selfishly demands that you be forced to live untiPaul Schlueter Il is serving Life in Prison in NE
God ends your life? At what point on the scales of sociaPennsylvania. His supporters have recently created a websi
justice and personal freedom does someone else's wishaout him. www.jaylbird.org
outweigh yours, where your own life is concerned?

We can find some small measure of precedent i
Abortion law. The law makes determination as to "when lif
begins," and uses that in part to balance a potential pare
right to terminate a pregnancy with the fetus's right to b
carried to full term. The law also currently has something t
say about "when life ends," in matters where a traunm
patient is comatose or "brain dead,” in determining whe
relatives may "pull the plug" on lifextending machinery,
and so forth. It is routine for Jehovah's Witnesses to prepg

Should a physician (or, if that
profession's Hippocratic Oatt
gets in your way, perhaps

Cartoon by Grea
http://www.sangrea.net/freecartoons/
Used by Permission

What difference is there between a smoket
and a suicide, except that the one takes
longer to kill himself than the other? ~9d
Jacob Balde (1604- 1668)

A

Dic Tnickene Trunkenheit (Drunk without Drinking) (165
Quoted in Count Egon Corti, A History of Smoking,

).
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A Special Edition of PHACTUM will offer a preprint of a pending publication on
THE PHYSICS OF FREE WILL

DISCUSSION invited ahttp://www.quicktopic.com/45/H/LknHgD5uY2X (or type tiny.cc/6viwn)

DIGITAL VERSION will be available ahttp://phact.org

ABSTRACT of PREPRINT: do we work the plan, than we-weork the plan. The result is
THE PHYSICS OF FREE WILL that, in every instant, in the place of the old self stands the
© 2010 A. Granville Fonda new self.

All this is consistent with general neuroscientific

In a nutshell Each of us is a sensitive, intelligent, observations. Certain synapses do form memory traces b
considerate, and adaptive automaton. means of longasting activity\dependent changes in

synaptic strengthand other neurons do energize the muscles

Our ethereal mindsthe majority of us are convinced as rehearsed. Nothing supernatural is involved.

- mystically interact with our physical bodies; and that Our nAselfd thus consi st ¢
explains self and free will. Others say No, there can be nour distant memories of our own constructions and
interaction between the nonphysical and the physical. But ifehearsals, descriptive of what we have been, what we ar
itoés all physical, then wh ahdwha we nhight yet Regdma. Mecording to its neerits ose
will? rehearsal or another becomes dominant, and with or withot

In a review of the history of this question, the authorfocal attention that potent rehearsal governs a muscula
recites more than threescore aspiring solutions. A fulenactment. This all flows as a physical cascade of causatiol
solution emerges, however, only with the application ofgiven our memories as they are at each instant. But in ever
modern control system c onc eipstarg, due td @ergang sensmgthhose memories change.

Tenably the self consists, as Hume held, of nothing As seen from the outside, physiologically speaking,
but Abundl edod memories of phisisaerpdestired, physicdl, sldtenndnant dequemce. Weoa
Ameaningo from raw exper i eantocnata.wvet asussen frono the inside,c dsyclrologecally
appropriate to the experiences. Therefore, our memoriespeaking- as seen by the self doing the encounteriitgis
i ncl ude n usne r otuasefiidaqrisations, new si mpl y A me, d o i- nwgthinnthe coostvaintst |
and old. imposed by those memories.

One such construction i s t hReee wilk thgn, is indeed drgef as thé activisy ofl the
an entity - and that ties together the bundle. Anotherbrain as seen from within. Yet, as Spinoza said, it is
construction is that what the body is observed to currently beimultaneously determined, every event having a reason, i
doing is what the self has chosen to do, and this constitutes/ery respect causally determined according to consister
the feeling of free will. Other constructions are anticipatory;physical law. Neither view denies the other. Neither need
that is, based on the past and the present we maintaintlaere be any ethereal connection between our minds and ol
repertoire of rehearsals for the future. Muscular actiorbodies.
ensues, as James correctly held, when one rehearsal for We can do as we will even though, as Schopenhaue
action gains dominance and is enactezbmetimes with a said, we can will only as we must. And we are not merely
focus of attention, sometimes with no such attention. condemned to be free, as Sartre said; we are, whether we i}

The novelty is this: to consider this bundle of it or not- and we do like it determined to be free.
perceptions and this repertoire not to be static, but dynamic

varying in time. Mental functions can be reconfigured Y Y '
literally in the blink of an eye. If metaphorically the mind is a
theater, the theater companydés repertoire is being pe

and instantly revised by immediate sensory experience. By feditors note:  This abstract refers to a much longer
-entrant cognitive repertoire theory the self is not stuck irarticle by Al Fonda that will appear alone in a Special
time - rather, it is rebuilding and reconstructing itself even asEdition of Phactum that will be distributed only by way
it acts. of electronic files on the internet.

Ongoing selfvevision is a process in which a This will be the first Special Edition and we hope not
dynamic Self is comprised not alone of what previously didthe last. Others are invited to submit for consideration
happen or was planned to perhaps happéut also of fresh  articles that are too extensive for our normal publication.
memories of what just now did happen. This new information
instigates new plans as to what might yet happen. No sooner



Phact Calendar

Dr. David Cattell, Chairman of the Physics Department of Community College of

Philadelphia hostsmeeting of PNACT - at 2:00 PM on the third Saturday of most months g8
at Community College of Philadelphia Parking is easily available and costs $3.75 for all

day. Enter the college parking lot on 17th Street which is one way south bound.
meeting site is handicap accessidRhNACT Meetings are free and open to the public
unless otherwise noted.

Saturday, October 16, 2010- Dr. Catherine Fiorello, Professor of Psychology at Temple University will
give a talk on AMyt hs of PWychobogyt an-gsteépleadtd §j R
a better i fe? Wi IlI cutting out sugar cure my h
teachers match instruction to their learning styles? Does teaching children about sex or homosexuality nfake
them promiscuous or gay? Will holding my child back in first grade give him time to mature? Does DARH cut
down on alcohol and drug use by students? Does spanking make kids more obedient? Does breastfeedihg
kids smarter? | s fiteaching to the testo a wastgeE
presentation, Dr. Fiorello will cover a variety of research findings from psychology and education that arg
relevant to raising children today.

This meeting is free and open to the public. For more details see Page 1.

Saturday, November 20, 2010 "Cosmology and Crackpots". Prof. Dave Goldberg, Drexel University
Department of Physics

Saturday, January 15, 2011- Prof. Massimo Pigliucci, a professor at the City University of New

York. He will speak on the topic of his new book "Nonsense on Stilts"

Saturday, February 19, 2011- TBA

Saturday, March 19, 2011- Michael Epstein, a professor of chemistry at Mount Saint Mary University
in Maryland will speak on "A Skeptic's Journey to the Paranormal and Back".

Friday, October 8, 8:00 PM: Delaware Valley MENSA General Mem-  OI'City. This is an excellent opportunity to have a good meal and get to
bership Meeting: The Role of Magic & Witchcraft in Modern Society,  speak with the evening's guest, one on one. Contact Pete Stevens to reser
Speaker: Ms. Diane Wing, M . A. your place at dinner, by NOON on Friday.

Society is immersed in the everyday use of symbols and phrases thatJoin us at the Police Administration Building, 750 Race Street, Philadel-
trace back to ancient magic and witchcraft practices and beliefs. While fephia, PA. Please note: During the meeting, parking is allowed behind the
of the occult has limited the exploration of these practices by many, moteui | di ng (despite the fAPolice Off
are opening to the potential and original intent of these philosophies. meeting is DVM's only activity specifically open to the public. Feel free to
modern times, these practices offer an alternative to mainstream methagdend invitations to friends, neighbors, relatives, colleagues, jarheads
of selfdiscovery and selfnastery. airheads, bubbleheads, and headbangers.

Author, intuitive consultant, solitary Witch, occult practitioner, and PS: Don't let traffic on the Schuylkill Expressway interfere with attend-
manifestation coach Diane Wing, M.A. discusses the practical aspects iafj. Consider taking SEPTA and exiting at Market Street East / Gallery, it
magic and witchcraft, how it permeates society, and the ways that its pras-only a two block walk to the Police Administration Building. Contact
tice and beliefs promote individual transformation and growth. Contact Pete, 21835pete, for additional information.

Prior to the meeting, those who can, are invited to attend the pre
General Membership Meeting Dinner at a secret location someplace in the
heart of "the City with a Million Eat'ries" 's very own Chinatown or

The PhACT Calendar is open to members and nrarembers who wish to announce meetings and events of other groups of which they
interested or affiliated. These events should be of some general interest to the Skeptical or Scientific communitld dredvgitioin a
reasonable radius of Philadelphia. Send submissions to the editmcpublicity@aol.comKeep the announcements brief. Space is lim-
ited and insertions will be made on a first cefinst served basis after the needs of PhACT are accomplished. Phactum daesepot
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Saturday October 9th, 2010 from 8arbpm and October 16th 2010 thing | know from conducting my investigations: if you've seen one, you
from 10am to 6pm - UFO CONFERENCE -  Pennsylvania  believe", said Ventre.
leads the Nation in UFO Sightings: "UFO's. . . Seeing is Believing".

The Pennsylvania Mutual UFO Network will present it's 3rd AnnualWednesday, October 13, 2010 at 7:30 PM Rittenhouse Astronomical
UFO Conference's at the Sheraton Hotel 400 Oxford Valley Rd LangeSociety Monthly Meeting.

horne Pa 19047 on Saturday October 9th, 2010 fromaaion Saturday Join The Rittenhouse Astronomical Society on the second Wednesda
October 16th 2010 from 10am to 6pm at the Westmoreland Communityf each month at 7:30PM in the Fels Planetarium. The society offers al
College, 145 Pavilion Ln, Youngwood, Pa 15697. persons an opportunity to participate in the activities of an astronomica

Pennsylvania has been the epicenter of the world's largest UFO wageoup at the layman's level. They aim to spread knowledge, awareness, al
since the summer of 2008. There have been over 650 UFO reports filethjoyment of astronomy and astronomical issues. It is a popular scienc
with MUFON from Pittsburgh to Philly over the past two years. John Ven<lub that keeps its members -tggdate on the latest developments. No

tre, the Pennsylvania State Director for MUFON experience is necessary to attend the FREE
stated, "We're getting clusters of sightings from meetings. Come with your astronomy
every town from Pittsburgh to Philly along the questions!
southern half of the state. We have 151 reports in www.rittenhouseastronomicalsociety.org
the PittsburghVestmoreland County area and
355 in the Philly area. | get reports of UFO's com- Thursday, October 14, 2010 at 12:00PM
ing in from Lake Erie in Ohio and across Wheel- - Tarig Ramadan | What | Believe - at
ing, West Virginia into the Pittsburgh area and the Free Library of Philadelphia
they are seen minutes later on the Eastern part of A leading scholar of Islam in the
the state. The Conference will present a combina- Western world, Tarig Ramadan is one of
tion of expert Paranormal, Abduction and UFO the most important innovators of the 21st
speakers. century, according to Time magazine. He
Speakers include Richard Dolan who has written is a professor of Islamic Studies at Oxford
numerous books on the government cover up, University and author of several books
Bill Birnes of UFO Hunters, Budd Hopkins on including Radical Reform and In the Foot-
Abductions, Kathleen Marden on Betty and steps of the Prophet
Barney Hill, Peter Robbins who investigated the Martin Luthero by P
Rendlesham Forrest UK incident, John Ventre of Washington Post, Ramadan was barred
the Mutual UFO Network, Stan Gordon will pre- from entering the United States for several
sent Kecksburg then and Leslie Kean who sued years by the Bush administration.
NASA will present Kecksburg now on the 45th fiDel i berately brief,
anniversary. ble, 0 praises Publis

"The quality of speakers at this Conference Believe is not just a summary of Rama-
rivals the larger pricier conferences that take place dan's own views but a primer on modern
around the country”, said Ventre. Professional We st er n Mu sTarig mRamadénre .
presentations and vendor tables will highlight this will be interviewed by Carlin Romano,
conference in an academic setting. "We also ha - Critic-at-large, Chronicle of Higher Educa-
a few surprises for the audience and they are r Cartoon by T. McCracken tion.  No tickets required. For Info: 215
Halloween tricks", said Ventre. http://www.mchumor.com/ 567-4341

Admission price's are $20 in Pittsburgh an Used by Permission

$30 in Philadelphia. Advance orders and the Co..

ference Agenda can be obtained at John Ventre's website at

www.johnventre.com or www.mufonpa.com . John Ventre can be October 19, 2010 06:00PM 08:00PM at University of Pennsylvania
reached at 724 836 1266 orjatntrel@comcast.net The Mutual UFO  Museum - Roberto Nardi, Centro di Conservazione Archeologica
Network was founded in 1969 after the US Air Force concluded their 1Roma, will discuss The Roman city of Zeugma (Turkey) conservation
year Project Blue Book study of UFO's and concluded that UFO's are notpaoject.

threat to National Security. "They never said UFQO's don't exist. There is In May of 2000, the New York Times published a cry of alarm for the
overwhelming evidence that they do. | believe this is an aviation safetRoman city of Zeugma, in southeast Anatolia, Turkey. It was soon to be
issue. The only reason there are not more collisions is because of theubmerged by the waters of the Euphrates, because a new dam was be
ability to maneuver, not ours", said Ventre. Mufon has 2700 membersuilt downstream. The New York Times appeal was taken to heart by
worldwide and over 900 certified investigators. The Pennsylvania MUFONDavid Packard of the Packard Humanities Institute (PHI) of California,
branch has 129 members and 21 certified investigators. Anyone interestetio immediately organized an action plan based on a "targeted" archaec
in joining MUFON can speak to John Ventre or one of the many investigdegical investigation and on conservation in situ.

tors that will be at the conference from Pa, WV, NY, NJ and Ohio. "One Under extreme climatic conditions, the conservators worked on site for
six months before the Euphrates waters, reaching their maximum level
defined the new panorama of Zeugma, which is now a national archaec

SOCRATES CAFE is moderated byLewis logical park. _
Mifsud, Ph.D., P.E., a member of PhACT ¢ 4000 finds and 160 m2 of surfaces were removed from the site, 870(

of The American Academy of Forensic S m2 of archeological structures were reburied using 10,500 m3 of sand
ences. At the Springfield Township Put pebbles and stones. The program also included the restoration of almo

Library (2158365300) at 1600 Papermill Mi 850 m2»f figurate polychrome mosaics which represent today one of the

! h most extraordinary mosaics collections on display. More:
Road, Wyndmoor, PA. 19038This philoso- www.ccaroma.org Admission: Paywhatyou-want
phical discussions group is free and oper b

the public. Join us and share your critic v
thinking, questions and opinions.




