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Benjamin Franklin, pictured on the front cover, was born in Boston, January 17,
1706, the 15th of Josiah Franklindéds 17 children.
and thus not a rich man, was forced to take Benjamin out of the Latin School at
age ten after two years of successful study. At age 17 Benjamin ran away from
Boston to Philadelphia where he became a businessman, philosopher, publisher,
writer, scienti st politician, and revolutionary.
can society are massive and survive to this day. He founded the first insurance
company in America, the Free Library, Philadelphia Hospital, American Philoso-
phical Society, and Philadelphia College which eventually became University of
Pennsylvania. Not a bad record for someone with but two years of education.
Franklin excelled in matters of mathematics and science having participated in
many areas of scientific exploration, perhaps the most famous of which is the Kite & Key Experiment. There |
versity of opinion on this matter but the editor of this publication did go to the pleasant Kite & Key Café just
block away from the PhACT meeting site at Philadelphia Community College. The bar tender, when queriec
confirm that the Kite & Key Experiment was performed on that very spot in 1752. It must, therefore be true.
Franklin was one of five men who drafted the Declaration of Independence. He submitted a plan for Article
Confederation which was not adopted. Franklin did not sign the eventually enacted Articles of Confederation &
did help draft and then sign the United States Constitution.
It was quite congeni al of Franklin to arrange hi
One can only wonder what he would think of the topic of discussion, Free Energy.

Happy Birthday, Ben!!!!

Phactumdés Rostgr
(Infamous Rational Errors)

Phactum contributor Paul Schlueter Il has accumulated [over
Phactum Table Of Contents time a vocabulary listing of many of the egregious flaws of think-

ing, devious tactics of argument, and some pretty cool Latin
phrases that might sound impressive used at a social gathering

Upcoming PhACT Events p. 3 This listing is nowhere near complete, but has been made |nto
Letters to the Editor p. 8 pamphlet that is available free and only at PhACT Meetings. Itis a
Various Ruminations p. 9 handy little reference booklet that writers of philosophic and pliti-
Oct / Nov Meeting Reports p. 14 cal nature migh.t profitably keep by their.typewriter. Mt_aeting at-
At The Waaner Eree Institute of Science p. 18 tendges are |.nv.|ted.to take one a_n_d are |nyltgd to participate jn ex
The data are overwhelminaly equivocal p. 19 panding the listing in the next edition as it is intended to be g col-
- ' laborative project.

by Howard J. Wilk Definitions and examples should be short and to the poinf and
Off the Beaten Path p. 20 may be submitted to the Phactum editor at:

Cold Duck phactpublicity@aol.com

by Kim A. Sheridan
The God of the Bible is a Myth: p. 23
A Biological Basis for Religious Belief © New entry - IDENTITY BIAS - a group of ideas, beliefs, apd

by Norman Vadner mores, which serve to distinguish a group's orientation (in timej and/
The Many Exodi of Mankind p. 30 or culture), and which members of such groups adopt and propagat

by Paul Schiueter IIl as a means of establishing their personal id_entity and cultural he_ri-
PhACT Calendar . 34 tage. Frequently, a set of "stances" or "positions" taken on specia

' issues of controversy, generally adopted as "articles of faith." a.k.a.

group ideology. (See also: Conservation Bias) (Thanks to Shayn K
Stover, Skeptic Vol. 19, No. 3, p. 55)




































































































