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A man should never be ashamed 

to own that he has been in the 

wrong, which is but saying... that 

he is wiser today than yesterday. 

  ~ Jonathan Swift (1667ï1745) 

 The Templars: Selected Sources (2002), translated and annotated by Malcolm Barber and Keith 

Bate, contains various texts about alleged head idols supposedly worshipped by the Templars.  

However, no idols turned up when the Kingôs men confiscated the Templarôs property in France 

during their arrests on various charges on October 13, 1307 nor were any ever found afterwards.  

 

The Order for the arrests (14 September 1307) issued by King Philip IV of France listed vari-

ous accusations against the Order such as ñWhen they enter the Orderò they ñdeny Him three times 

and spit in His faceò, perform illicit kissing, agree to commit homosexual acts and they ñmade of-

ferings to idolsò. 

 

The testimony of Hugh of Pairaud, Visitor of France (9 November 1307) is curious.  He was 

the second most important member of the Order, after the Grand Master, Jacques de Molay.  Ac-

cording to the report of his testimony, ñAsked about the head, previously mentioned, he said on his 

oath that he had seen it, held it and stroked it at Montpellier in a chapter, and he and other brothers 

present had worshipped it.ò  Then ñAsked where it might be, he said that he sent it to Brother Peter 

Alemandin, Preceptor of the house at Montpellier, but did not know if the kingôs men had found it.  

He said that this head had four feet, two at the front, under the face, and two behind.ò  
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Phactumôs Roster of I.R.E.    
(Infamous Rational Errors) 

 

 Phactum contributor Paul Schlueter III has accumulated 

over time a vocabulary listing of many of the egregious flaws 

of thinking, devious tactics of argument, and some pretty 

cool Latin phrases that might sound impressive used at a so-

cial gathering. This listing is nowhere near complete, but has 

been made into a pamphlet that is available free and only at 

PhACT Meetings.  

 Meeting attendees are invited to take one and are invited 

to participate in expanding the listing in the next edition as it 

is intended to be a collaborative project. Definitions and ex-

amples should be short and to the point and may be submitted 

to the Phactum editor at:  phactpublicity@aol.com 

 

New entry:  GAMBLERôS FALLACY  -  When an individ-

ual erroneously believes that the onset of a certain random 

event is less likely to happen following an event or a series of 

events. This line of thinking is incorrect because past events 

do not change the probability that certain events will occur in 

the future.   Example: consider a series of 20 coin flips that 

have all landed with the "heads" side up. Under the gambler's 

fallacy, a person might predict that the next coin flip is more 

likely to land with the "tails" side up.    

The Episcopal inquiry at Clermont (4-10 June 1309) listed under Article X: 

46  Item that in all provinces these brothers had idols in the form of heads, some of which 

      had three faces, some one and some had a human skull; 

49  Item that they worshipped it or them as God; 

53  Item that they said the head could save them; 

54  Item that it made them rich; 

55  Item that it gave them all their riches. 

56  Item that it made the soil bring forth seeds; 

57  Item that it made the trees flower. 

58  Item that they encircled or touched some head with cords which they then tied around 

      their shirts and bodies; 

 

Malcolm Barber in The Trial of the Templars, Second Edition (2006) stated that ñSeveral also mentioned the worship 

of an idol in the form of a head, although their descriptions varied from óa foul and black idolô to one which óseemed to be 

white with a beardô.  Two witnesses claimed that it had three faces.ò  And Peter Partner in The Knights Templar and their 

Myth, Revised Edition (1990) wrote that ñMany Templars denied the idol, but those that did not tended to let their imagina-

tions run riot in describing it: it was like a skull, like a reliquary, like a cat, like two or three cats, like a painting on a beam or 

wall, like a head of a man with a long beard.ò  And ñThe name given to the idol, óBaphometô (once or twice the form Mahomet 

is actually used by witnesses in the trial), is one of the most persuasive pieces of evidence that the charges were concocted to 

ósmearô the Templars.ò 

 

And then there is the curious case of testa LVIII M of which Barbara Frale, the Vatican Secret Archives Historian, in 

The Templars and the Shroud of Christ (2012) provides an account from J. E. Gugumusôs Orsola e compagne: 

 

At that point, the designated guardian of the Orderôs goods after the arrest, a certain Guillaume 
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Pidoye, who held the crates containing the relics found in the Templar mansion of Paris, was called 

to the hearing. The guardian was ordered to take to the trial every object shaped as a head, whether of 

wood or metal, that was found in that building; he then handed over to the commissioners a large, 

handsome, gold-plated silver reliquary that represented a girl. Inside they found bones that seemed to 

be part of a skull, sewn in a white linen cloth and then placed in another red cloth. Along with the 

cloth there was a small ticket that said ñtesta LVIII M.ò  The head seemed to belong to a girl child, 

and some said it was a relic of one of the Eleven Thousand Virgins. Since the guardian stated that 

there was no other head-shaped object, the commissioners summoned Guillaume dôErreblay and 

showed him the reliquary, but the Templar said it was not the same and that he doubted he had ever 

seen that one in the Templeôs mansion. 

 

Frale stated that ñThe diocesan bishops swiftly came to understand that the 

Templarsô notorious idol-head was in fact a reliquary, an upper bust sculpture contain-

ing the remains of some saint, a very widespread class of object in medieval sacred artò. 

 

  The Templars surely had many valuable items which were considered to be relics 

and were stored in reliquaries, some of which would have been thought to be the re-

mains of skulls and would have been held in head-shaped reliquaries.  But the venera-

tion of saints was hardly considered heretical by Catholics then or now. 

 

She also noted that ñThe Templars paid special homage to their founder Hugues 

de Payns, revering him as a great saint during certain nocturnal liturgies, when they 

would expose his head, whether mummified or naturally preserved, within a large and 

precious reliquary.ò  Frale pointed out that Hugues ñhad never been officially canon-

izedò.  And then there was the theory of Ian Wilson from his The Shroud of Turin: The 

Burial Cloth of Jesus Christ? (1978) which, as Frale wrote, ñthe author maintained that 

the mysterious óidolô worshipped by the Templars was in fact the shroud kept at present 

in Turin, folded on itself and kept in a container designed to show only the face.ò 

 

The evidence from the interrogations does seem to indicate that, after the offi-

cial ceremony receiving someone into this order of warrior monks, it was common prac-

Philip IV of France (1268-1314) 
 
 Philip IV, also known as Philip the Fair was knighted in 1284 at age 16 and wed Joan I 
ƂŹ ŧŴƉŴƅƅŸ ƊŻƂ ƊŴƆ ƇŻŸƁ 12 ƌŸŴƅƆ ƂŹ ŴźŸ.  šŸ ŵŸŶŴƀŸ ŤżƁź ƂŹ ŧŴƉŴƅƅŸ ƈƁƇżſ ţƂŴƁLƆ ŷŸŴƇŻ żƁ 
1305.  ŦŸŴƁƊŻżſŸ, żƁ 1285 ũŻżſżƃLƆ ŹŴƇŻŸƅ, ũŻżſżƃ ŢŢŢ ŷżŸŷ żƁ 1285 ŴƁŷ ũŻżſżƃ ŴƆŶŸƁŷŸŷ ƇƂ ƇŻŸ 
throne of France until his death.  
 Philip was aggressive and wished to increase the power of the monarchy.  He did man-
age to install relatives on the thrones in Hungry and Naples but his greater ambition was 
to place a relative as Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire but that plan failed. 
 Philip had amassed huge debt from borrowing from Jews in France.  This was a prob-
lem , so in 1306 he expelled all Jews from the land.   He also had considerable debt owed 
to the Knights Templar, so a year later, on Friday, October 13, 1307 he arrested hundreds 
of the Knights, tortured them to confess, and had some burned at the stake.    
 ŢƁ 1314 ƇŻŸƅŸ ƊŴƆ źƅŸŴƇ ƆŶŴƁŷŴſ ŴƆ ƇƊƂ ƂŹ ũŻżſżƃLƆ ŷŴƈźŻƇŸƅƆ-in-law were accused of 
adultery.  They and their lovers were tried, flayed, and executed.  The third daughter-in-
law was accused of knowing of the affairs.   
 Later in 1314 Philip, at age 46, suffered a stroke while on a hunt and died a few weeks later at Fontainebleau where he was 
ŵƂƅƁ.  ũŻżſżƃLƆ ƇŻƅŸŸ ƆƂƁƆ, ťƂƈżƆ ű, ũŻżſżƃ ů, ŴƁŷ ŜŻŴƅſŸƆ Ţů ƆŸƄƈŸƁƇżŴſſƌ ŴƆŶŸƁŷŸŷ ƇƂ ƇŻŸ ƇŻƅƂƁŸ ŵƈƇ ƁƂƁŸ ſżƉŸŷ ſƂƁź ŴƁŷ ƁƂƁe had 
ƀŴſŸ ŻŸżƅƆ.  śƌ 1328 ũŻżſżƃLƆ ſżƁŸ ŻŴŷ ŷżŸŷ ƂƈƇ ŴƆ şƅŸƁŶŻ žżƁźƆ ŵƈƇ ŻżƆ ŷŴƈźŻƇŸƅ ŢƆŴŵŸſſŴ ƊŴƆ ŹƂƅ Ŵ ƊŻżſŸ ŪƈŸŸƁ ƂŹ ŞƁźſŴƁŷ, Ƈhe wife 
of Edward I. 

Knights Templar about to be  

burnt at the stake.    The painting 

was made in 1480. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fontainebleau
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tice to take said person into a separate room and, after he had previously just sworn absolute obedience to his superiors and to 

defend the Catholic faith, he was commanded by a superior to deny Christ and spit on a crucifix.  Needless to say, this placed 

that person in an impossible situation since he could not possibly fulfill both requirements of rendering absolute obedience to 

his superiors and of always remaining faithful to his religion.  But very few Templars admitted to homosexual practices or idol 

worship. 

 

In The History of the Knights Hospitallers of St. John of Jerusalem; Styled afterwards, The Knights of Rhodes, And at 

present, The Knights of Malta (1770) by Abbe de Vertot we have a rendering of the contemporary account by Giovanni Villani 

of Jacques de Molayôs statement just after he was sentenced in 1314 and just before he was executed: 

 

It is but just é that in this terrible day, and in the last moments of my life, I lay open the iniquity of 

falsehood, and make truth to triumph. I declare then, in the face of heaven and earth, and I own, 

though to my eternal shame and confusion, that I have committed the greatest of crimes; but it has 

been only in acknowledging those that have been charged with so much virulence upon an order 

which truth obliges me now to declare innocent. I made the first declaration they required of me, on-

ly to suspend the excessive tortures of the rack, and mollify those that made me endure them. I am 

very sensible what torments they inflict, and what executions they prepare for those that have the 

courage to revoke such a confession; but the horrible sight they offer to my eyes, is not capable of 

making me confirm a first lye by a second. On a condition so infamous as that, I freely renounce life, 

which is already but too odious to me. And what good would it do to me to spin out a few miserable 

days, when I must owe them only to the blackest of calumnies. 

 

  So the Grand Master is here declaring that he had confessed in order to not 

be tortured and to appease his persecutors and then did not revoke it so as to 

avoid being executed as a relapsed heretic.  A plausible scenario is that the greedy 

and covetous King of France had set his sights on destroying the Templars in or-

der to get out of having to repay them the loans they had made to him and also to 

gain their movable and immovable property which would help relieve his debts to 

others as well as allow him to pay for some of his many other expenses.  Based 

on the vicious accusations of Esquin de Floyran, the King sent spies to join the 

Order in order to find irregularities on which to charge them with heresy.  Once 

the accusation of idol worship was included in the 1307 order for the arrests then 

the King needed confessions about an idol or idols.  Using torture or the threat of 

torture and the carrot and stick of offers of light punishment for those who coop-

erated and severe penalties for anyone who refused to play along, he got some 

Templars to confess to worshipping a head idol.  Some low ranking members 

might have been confused by some Templar rituals and gave garbled testimonies 

about an idol under pressure but the Visitor surely would have known better.  The 

leaders of the Order could have come to an understanding with the King and the 

Pope.  When they were sentenced to life imprisonment over six years later, in-

stead of being pensioned off or allowed to join another monastic order such as the 

Knights Hospitaller, they then would have realized that they had been betrayed by 

the King and perhaps also by the Pope.  The reason that no eerie Templar head 

idols were ever found is quite simply because no such items ever existed.  

 

Ý  Ý  Ý 
 

 

Don Nigroni received a BS in economics in 1971 from Saint Joseph's University and a MA in philosophy from 

Notre Dame in 1973. He retired in 2007 after working for 32 years as an economist with the US Bureau of Labor 

Statistics. He now spends his time cutting invasive plants as a volunteer Weed Warrior, hiking, kayaking, bird 

watching and metal detecting for buried treasure. 
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Dr. David Cattell, Chairman of the Physics Department of Community College of Philadelphia hosts meetings 

of PhACT - at 2:00 PM on the third Saturday of most months at Community College of 

Philadelphia.  Parking is easily available and costs $4.00 for all day.   Enter the college parking 

garage on 17th Street which is one way south bound.    It opens at 1:00 PM and closes at 6:00 

PM.   This meeting site is handicap accessible.  PhACT Meetings are Free and open to the 

public unless otherwise noted.   
Lectures are generally at Community College of Philadelphia in Lecture Room C2-28 in the 

Center for Business and Industry at the corner of 18th and Callowhill Streets,  at 2:00 PM, un-

less otherwise noted.    Please try to arrive a few minutes early as the College now requires that meeting attendees 

sign in for security reasons.  ID must be shown. 

 

  

 Saturday, April 15, 2017 at 2:00 PM  -  In Lecture Room C2-28 in the Center 

for Business and Industry at the corner of 18th and Callowhill Streets. 

Dr. Paul Offit will discuss his new book,  

PANDORA'S LAB: SEVEN STORIES OF SCIENCE GONE WRONG.  

 
Specifically, Dr. Offit will focus on two of the seven scientific inventions he argues changed the world--for the 

worse. Of interest, Dr. Offit got several of his initial ideas for this book in discussions with PhACT members follow-

ing a meeting about two years ago. 

 
Dr. Paul Offit is an internationally known vaccinologist based locally at Childrenôs Hospital of Philadelphia. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Upcoming PhACT Events  

Some Books by Paul Offit  
 
Offit, Paul (2015). Bad Faith: When Religious Belief Undermines 

Modern Medicine. Basic Books. ISBN 0465082963.  

 

Paul A. Offit (2013). Do You Believe in Magic? The Sense and Non-

sense of Alternative Medicine. Harper. ISBN 0062222961.  

UK title: Killing Us Softly: The Sense and Nonsense of Alternative 

Medicine 

 

E. Allison Hagood; Stacy Mintzer Herlihy; Paul A. Offit (foreword) 

(2012). Your Baby's Best Shot: Why Vaccines Are Safe and Save 

Lives. Lanham, Md: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers. ISBN 1-4422

-1578-X.  CS1 maint: Multiple names: authors list (link) 

 

Offit, Paul A. (2011). Deadly Choices: How the Anti-Vaccine Move-

ment Threatens Us All. Basic Books. ISBN 978-0-465-02149-9.  

 

 

 

Offit, Paul A. (2008). Autism's False Prophets: Bad Science, Risky 

Medicine, and the Search for a Cure. Columbia University Press. 

ISBN 978-0-231-14636-4.  

 

Offit, Paul A. (2007). Vaccinated: One Man's Quest to Defeat the 

World's Deadliest Diseases. Smithsonian Books/Collins.  

ISBN 978-0-06-122795-0.  

E-book version: Offit, Paul A. (2009). Vaccinated: Triumph, Con-

troversy, and An Uncertain F. HarperCollins. ISBN 

9780061871511.  

 

Offit, Paul A. (2005). The Cutter Incident: How America's First 

Polio Vaccine Led to the Growing Vaccine Crisis. Yale University 

Press. ISBN 978-0-300-10864-4.  

 

Marshall, Gary S; Penelope H. Dennehy; David P. Greenberg; Paul 

A. Offit; Tina Q. Tan (2003). The Vaccine Handbook: A Practical 

Guide for Clinicians. Lippincott Williams & Wilkins. ISBN 978-0-

7817-3569-8.  
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Saturday, May 20, 2017 at 10:00 AM.     PhACT Expedition to Valley Forge 

National Park.    

 
 The 2017 Phact expedition will be on Saturday, May 20 at 10:00 

AM.    We will assemble at the the Yellow Springs Parking Lot off 

Wilson Road in  the south west corner of Valley Forge Park.  The 

parking lot area has bathrooms and picnic tables. Eric Krieg, our 

expedition leader, has been studying local folk lore and has plotted 

a mile and a half loop walk though a beautiful area past a lot of his-

toric buildings in an area ripe with hauntings.  Rob Kerr and Kim 

Sheridan will be available to identify flora and fauna that we may 

encounter.  

 

 The park is said to have many ghosts of revolutionary war soldiers - over 2500 of whom died till winter ended 

early 1778.  The surrounding area has had a number of ghost and monster sightings. 

 

This PhACT event is free and all are welcome.   Bring something for lunch as we will picnic after the hike. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Pandora's Lab: Seven Stories  

of Science Gone Wrong  
by Paul A. Offit, M.D.  

 

Hardcover: 288 pages      

Publisher: National Geographic (April 4, 2017) 

ISBN-10: 1426217986  ISBN-13: 978-1426217982 

 

What happens when ideas presented as science lead us in the wrong direc-

tion? History is filled with brilliant ideas that gave rise to disaster, and this 

book explores the most fascinatingðand significantðmissteps: from opi-

um's heyday as the pain reliever of choice to recognition of opioids as a ma-

jor cause of death in the U.S.; from the rise of trans fats as the golden ingre-

dient for tastier, cheaper food to the heart disease epidemic that followed; 

and from the cries to ban DDT for the sake of the environment to an epi-

demic-level rise in world malaria. These are today's sins of scienceðas de-

plorable as mistaken ideas from the past such as advocating racial purity or 

using lobotomies as a cure for mental illness. These unwitting errors add up to seven lessons both cautionary and 

profound, narrated by renowned author and speaker Paul A. Offit. Offit uses these lessons to investigate how we can 

separate good science from bad, using some of today's most controversial creationsðe-cigarettes, GMOs, drug treat-

ments for ADHDðas case studies. For every "Aha!" moment that should have been an "Oh no," this book is an en-

grossing account of how science has been misused disastrouslyðand how we can learn to use its power for good. 
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How to get there (for normal people)  -  From Philadelphia by car: 

Take the Schuylkill expressway (rt 76) West from the city.  Take Rt 

202 south. In not long take the exit for PA 252 N/ Valley Forge 

Rd.  This gets you on Swedesford Rd East a short distance.  Turn 

right onto Rt 252 North - (aka as Valley Forge Rd). In the park, Rt 

252 turns left to follow Valley Creek Rd.  Soon after this turn left to 

cross the covered bridge on Yellow Springs Rd.  100 m later, turn 

left on Wilson Rd, park in parking lot on the right where it dead ends 

200 m later and look for skeptics. 

 

How to get there (for rugged individualists)  -  From the Appalachian trail 

on foot heading north.  After the PA town of Duncannon, the trail northbound 

climbs a steep hill after crossing rail road tracks.  Pass a small shelter on the 

left.  Over the crest of the hill take a yellow blaze trail on the right labeled 

"horse shoe trail".  Go about 140 miles to 400m before the trail end in Valley 

Forge Park.  turn right on the 

Valley Creek Trail and go 

around 1.5 miles south till you 

see the covered bridge and fol-

low the above directions from 

there in to the parking lot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Knox Covered Bridge 

Knoxôs Headquarters  TCarriage House at Valley Forge Farm 








































































