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/ÏÈÊÛÜÔ 
3ÏÌɯ-ÌÞÚÓÌŲÌÙɯÈÕËɯ/ÙÖ×ÈÎÈÕËÈɯ.ÙÎÈÕ 

ɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ/ÏÐÓÈËÌÓ×ÏÐÈɯ ÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯ

"ÙÐÛÐÊÈÓɯ3ÏÐÕÒÐÕÎ 

)ÜÓàɯɤɯ ÜÎÜÚÛɯɤɯ2Ì×ÛÌÔÉÌÙɯƖƔƕƛ 
 

ÌËÐÛÖÙȯɯɯ1Èàɯ'ÈÜ×Û  ÌÔÈÐÓȯɯɯ ×ÏÈÊÛ×ÜÉÓÐÊÐÛàɑÈÖÓȭÊÖÔ 

A man should never be ashamed 

to own that he has been in the 

wrong, which is but saying... that 

he is wiser today than yesterday. 

Jonathan Swift (1667ï

Ark Encounter  

 In August of 2017 the humble editor of Phactum decided to travel to Williamstown, Kentucky, 

the site of Ark Encounter, a full size and accurate representation of Noahôs Ark and the brain-child 

of Ken Ham,  an Australian evangelist and Young Earth Creationist.  The Ark shown here suppos-

edly conforms to dimensions and descriptions as related in the Holy Bible and interpreted by schol-

ars.  Whatever the degree of accuracy it is an impressive structured 510 feet in length, 85 feet wide, 

The impossible some-

times permits itself 

the luxury of occur-

ring.  

 

~ (Charlie Chan's 

Chance) 
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Phactumôs Roster of I.R.E.    
(Infamous Rational Errors) 

 

 Phactum contributor Paul Schlueter III has accumulated 

over time a vocabulary listing of many of the egregious flaws 

of thinking, devious tactics of argument, and some pretty 

cool Latin phrases that might sound impressive used at a so-

cial gathering. This listing is nowhere near complete, but has 

been made into a pamphlet that is available free and only at 

PhACT Meetings.  

 Meeting attendees are invited to take one and are invited 

to participate in expanding the listing in the next edition as it 

is intended to be a collaborative project. Definitions and ex-

amples should be short and to the point and may be submitted 

to the Phactum editor at:  phactpublicity@aol.com 

 

 
New entry:  OBSCURANTISM - A style of speaking or writing 

characterized by deliberate vagueness or abstruseness, often with 

some self-serving motivation.  Politicians, philosophers, and clergy 

are common practitioners of obscurant rhetoric to blur knowledge.  

and 51 feet high.  A massive wooden structure.  The picture on the front page was the only one where I managed to get a view 

of the entire length of the Ark, unfortunately obscured by some trees.   I have other pictures but due to lack of a 35 mm lens I 

was not able to photograph the entire length from a clear viewing point.  The mashup of two photos below do show the entire 

Ark from the port side (left), a quite handsome image from a distance, perhaps two football fields away.  Unfortunately I have 

no sophisticated photo handling software, but I suspect that readers get the idea.  The starboard side is less picturesque and one 

doubts that Coast Guard scrutiny would be favorable.    Nonetheless, there it is; an accurate replica of the Ark that saved all 

humanity and all species except for those that it didnôt save.   
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 Notice the tower by the rudder.  It has a bungie jumping 

platform on one side, zip lines on the other.  Perhaps Noahôs 

sons and daughters in law were into extreme sports.  On that 

day neither of those activities were in progress.  I can not say 

that I know what the purpose of a rudder is in such a vessel 

as it has neither sails, oars, or engines and the major function 

of the Ark is to just float around until the waters of the Flood 

subside.  Perhaps an experienced mariner can provide some 

ideas on that mysterious matter of the rudder. 

  The starboard side of the Ark is a bit less romantic in its 

nature, and one suspects a wee bit less Biblical . Modern Ark 

Building Codes that did not plague Noah are with us today, 

and one can be grateful as the interior was well air-

conditioned and ventilated  as one would hope for an en-

closed floating zoo.    

 Speaking of zoo, Ark Encounter does have a zoo, Ararat 

Ridge Zoo, a few hundred feet from the starboard side.  It 

features a collection of non-carnivorous creatures including 

camels, ostrich, goats, kangaroo, llamas, and some horned 

antelopes that I think may be gnus.   The zoo was very small, 

but the animal pens quite large and well tended.  Admission 

to the zoo is part of the General Admission fee which is $40 

for adults, $31 for old coots like me.  

 One popular attraction close by the zoo is camel and 

donkey  rides.   Kids seem to enjoy it, except perhaps one 

bored young lady pecking away on her cell phone.   

 It did not rain the day I was at the Ark so I had few con-




















































